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As an Adolescent Social Studies concentrate I believe there are many reasons why it is necessary to study and understand the material taught in this intriguing and exciting subject.  There are several reasons why students going through the school system need to know Social Studies.  One reason studying Social Studies is important is it gives the students a better understanding of where they come from.  They learn about their ancestors and what has happened prior to them.  They get a sense of what it has taken throughout history to reach this point.  Hopefully they understand through their studies the wars, death, and hard times generations went through to now have the freedoms that they relish in and often take for granted.  Social Studies is also important for other reasons.  I believe studying Social Studies you can involve the students in current event type activities.  I have found to often that teachers today do not include current events into their curriculum.  I find this very disappointing and negligent of the students learning.  Students today want to know what is happening right now.  Yes, the past is important, but it is also important to inform and discuss any important current events that are happening because this is what is going to affect these students in the future.  Another reason why I think studying Social Studies is important is it gives students the responsibility to make changes in our society.  By studying our history students can learn from the mistakes made prior to them and hopefully not carry out these mistakes out in the future.  Also they can look at the successes of our history and try to implement some of these basic principals into their own lives.  
